
Date: March 6, 2026

To: Senator Matthew Lesser, Co-Chairperson
Representative Jillian Gilchrest, Co-Chairperson
Human Services Committee

Senator Catherine Osten, Co-Chairperson
Representative Toni Walker, Co-Chairperson 
Appropriations Committee

From: Shantelle Varrs, Deputy Commissioner for Finance and Administration
Connecticut Department of Social Services

Re: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Expenditure Report 

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this report. 

cc: Andrea Reeves, Commissioner Astread Ferron-Poole, Chief-of-Staff  

Shantelle Varrs, Deputy Commissioner David Seifel, DSS

Peter Hadler, Deputy Commissioner Matthew Festa, DSS

Easha Canada, Deputy Commissioner Daniel Giacomi, DSS

Briana Mitchell, DSS Jalmar De Dios, DSS

JoAnn Figueriedo, DSS Sharon Condel, DSS

Nelida Maldonado, DSS Lorelei Durrell, DSS

Tricia Morelli, DSS Rebecca Whatley, DSS

Judith Dowd, OPM Amrita Frazier, DSS

Susan Mosimann, OPM Neil Ayers, OFA

Nicholas Venditto, OPM Robert Wysock, OFA

Shelly Maynes, OPM Dana Nestor, OFA 

An Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer

In accordance with PA 00-2, I am forwarding to you the TANF ACF-196R Financial Report that was 
submitted to the federal Department of Health and Human Services on February 13, 2026.  This report 
reflects expenditures for grant year (GY) 2026 for the period October 1, 2025 through December 31, 
2025.

In addition to the TANF ACF-196R report, at the end of the attached package you will also find 
background information regarding the TANF Program.  This includes highlights detailing how the report 
was derived, a table showing expenditures by report line item, definitions of report expenditure and 
funding categories, and graphs illustrating the claim by state and federal expenditures.  

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

55 FARMINGTON AVENUE • HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06105-3730

Shantelle Varrs, Deputy Commissioner



BACKGROUND ON CONNECTICUT'S TANF PROGRAM

The four purposes of TANF are to: 
1) Provide assistance to needy families; 
2) End dependence of needy parents by promoting job preparation, work and marriage; 
3) Prevent and reduce out-of-wedlock pregnancies; and 
4) Encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent families.

GY 2026/

FFY 2026

GY 2023/ GY 2024/ GY 2025/ to

FFY 2023 FFY 2024 FFY 2025 December 31, 2025

TANF Grant $265,907,706 $265,907,706 $265,907,706 $66,476,927

Transfer to CCDF $26,678,810 $26,678,810 $26,678,810 $6,669,703

Transfer to SSBG

Adjusted Award $239,228,896 $239,228,896 $239,228,896 $59,807,225

Total Federal Funds Claimed $239,228,896 $239,228,896 $239,228,896 $59,807,224

MOE-Commingled & Segregated Funds-TANF Program $156,104,699 $200,790,465 $205,368,612 $18,532,430

MOE - Separate State Programs $90,637,168 $100,612,190 $193,898,974 $51,287,900

Total Maintenance of Effort Claimed $246,741,867 $301,402,655 $399,267,586 $69,820,330

In 1996, Congress passed the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) which created the Temporary 
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program.  Under TANF, the State of Connecticut normally receives $266.8 million per year.  However, 
under the 2017 Consolidated Appropriations Act, this was reduced to $265.9 million per year for FFY 2017 and FFY 2018.  Under H.R. 2940 — 
116th Congress, TANF was extended through September 30, 2019 in the manner authorized for FFY 2018.  Under the CARES Act, TANF was 
further extended through November 30, 2020 in the manner authorized for FFY 2019.  Under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, TANF 
was extended through September 30, 2021 in the manner authorized for FFY 2020.  Under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (P.L. 117-
103), TANF was extended through September 30, 2022 in the manner authorized for FFY 2021.  Under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2023 (P.L. 328), TANF was extended through September 30, 2023 in the manner authorized for FFY 2022. Under the Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2024 and Other Extensions Act (P.L. 118-15), TANF was extended through November 17, 2023.  Under the Further Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (P.L. 118-22) funded TANF through February 2, 2024.  Under the Further Additional Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (P.L. 118-35) funds TANF through March 8, 2024. Under the Further Additional Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (P.L. 118-40), a short-term continuing resolution, enacted March 1, 2024, extended TANF 
funding through March 22, 2024. Under the Further Additional Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (P.L. 118-42), the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024, enacted on March 9, 2024, extended TANF funding through September 30, 2024.  Another extension 
under P.L. 118-83, a short-term continuing resolution, enacted on September 26, 2024, extended TANF funding through December 20, 2024. The 
American Relief Act, H.R. 10545, was signed into law on 12/21/24 and extended funding for government operations (including TANF grants) 
through March 14th, 2025. Under H.R.1964-119th Congress signed into law on March 15, 2025, provides continuing FY2025 appropriations to 
federal agencies for the remainder of FY2025, including TANF Block Grant funding through September 30, 2025. Under H.R.5371-119th 
Congress signed into law on November 12, 2025, and extends funding for government operations (including TANF grants) through January 30, 
2026.

In order to receive the block grant award, the State must spend at a minimum 80% ($195.6 million) of their historic level of spending.  If a state 
meets its work participation rate, this percentage decreases to 75%.  The historic level is defined as FFY 1994 spending under AFDC, AFDC-
related Child Care, Emergency Assistance, and the JOBS program.

The following table shows the TANF grant and expenditures from FFY 2023 through FFY 2026.  This table shows the total grant amounts 
received by Connecticut, amounts transferred to CCDF, amounts of federal TANF claimed, and amounts of maintenance of effort claimed each 
year.  The table lists cumulative amounts by grant year by federal fiscal year.

Federal TANF funds which are not spent in a fiscal year are available in subsequent years, but with certain restrictions.

States can transfer up to 30% of their TANF federal grant to the Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) and Social Services Block Grant (SSBG).  
The SSBG transfer is limited to 10%.  A total of $26.2 million was transferred to SSBG in FFY 2007; and $26.7 million was transferred to SSBG 
each year from FFY 2008 through FFY 2015.  In FFY 2016, the amount transferred to SSBG was $23.9 million due to an adjustment for prior 
year unexpended balances.  Funds of $26.6 million were transferred to SSBG in FFY 2017 but funds of $0.8 million were later returned, resulting 
in a net transfer of $25.8 million.  The returned funds of $0.8 million were carried forward into FFY 2018 and spent on TANF allowable activities 
(but not transferred).  Starting in FFY 2018, funds were no longer transferred to SSBG.  Instead, funds were transferred to CCDF.  Funds of 
$26.7 million per year were transferred to CCDF for each year from FFY 2018 through FFY 2023.  Funds of $6.7 million were transferred to 
CCDF for FFY 2026 through December 31, 2025.

Under TANF, states are provided with block grant funding, and as long as an expenditure meets a purpose of the TANF program, the state is 
allowed to claim that expenditure under TANF.  



December 2025 TANF REPORT HIGHLIGHTS:

This report includes expenditure data for the TANF program for Grant Year 2026 for the period October 1, 
2025 through December 31, 2025.

For GY 2026/FFY 2026 through December 31, 2025, expenditures total $129.6 million in both state 
maintenance of effort and federal block grant claimed expenses.  Of this amount, $59.8 million is claimed under 
federal TANF, and $69.8 million as state maintenance of effort funds. This $59.8 million has been drawn down 
as revenue for the state's General Fund.

The state maintenance of effort spending is further broken out by expenditures in the TANF program ($18.5 
million) and expenditures in separate state programs ($51.3 million).

The graphs on the following pages provide a visual illustration of the TANF expenditure report by federal and 
state expenditures.

Following the graphs, the Department has prepared a detailed listing of program expenditures that are claimed 
within each line of the ACF-196R report. Included in the list are both Department of Social Services programs 
and other agency TANF-eligible programs that are claimed under the TANF program.

Also attached is a list of definitions pertaining to various lines included in the detailed listing of expenditures.

Lastly, the federal ACF-196R Financial Report Part 1 is attached.
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ACF-196R
TANF CLAIM LINE & EXPENSE ITEMS SOURCE TANF FEDERAL SEGREGATED MOE

COMMINGLED 
MOE

TOTAL STATE MOE 
IN TANF PROGRAM

STATE MOE IN 
SEPARATE STATE 

PROGRAMS Total
6. BASIC ASSISTANCE

6.a. Basic Assistance (excluding Foster Care)
Cashbook TANF(SID 16090) DSS  /Cashbook 3,422,753 9,713,026 9,713,026 13,135,779
Separate 2-Family and Exempt DSS  /ImpaCT,CCSES,DAS (3,052,635)                               (3,052,635)
TANF Col Reinvestment DSS  /ImpaCT,CCSES,DAS (65,020)                               (65,020)
Non-Citizen & Time Limit Cash Asst Out of Fed DSS  /ImpaCT,CCSES,DAS (305,097)                               (305,097)
Non-Citizen & Time Limit Cash Asst Segregated DSS  /ImpaCT,CCSES,DAS  305,097 305,097 305,097
Child Support Disregard DSS  /ImpaCT,CCSES,DAS   150,604 150,604 150,604
TFA Cash Assistance |DSS 0 305,097 9,863,630 10,168,727                                10,168,727

Subtotal Line 6.a. 0 305,097 9,863,630 10,168,727 0 10,168,727
8. NON-ASSISTANCE AUTH UNDER PRIOR LAW

8.a. Child Welfare or Foster Care Services
Investigations Svcs DCF 20,416,715                               20,416,715

Subtotal Line 8.a. 20,416,715 0 0 0 0 20,416,715
8.c. Emerg Svcs Authorized Solely Under Prior Law

Case Management - Out of Home Svcs DCF 7,449,468                               7,449,468
Family Preservation - Out of Home Svcs - PRIOR LAW DCF 215,221                               215,221

Subtotal Line 8.c. 7,664,690 0 0 0 0 7,664,690
9. WORK, EDUCATION, AND TRAINING

9.b. Education and Training
DOL Employment Services Benefit Pmts DSS  /Cashbook  57,987 57,987 57,987
DOL-JFES-Contractual & Direct Svcs DOL 3,041,752 3,041,752 3,041,752
DOL-JOB FUNNEL-Contractual DOL                               76,121 76,121

Subtotal Line 9.b. 0 0 3,099,740 3,099,740 76,121 3,175,861
11. EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

11.a. Child Care (Assistance and Non-Assistance)
Child Care Certificate (CCDF Required & Excess MOE) OEC                               14,531,084 14,531,084
Employment Services (CCDF Required & Excess MOE) OEC                               646,008 646,008
Transitional (CCDF Required & Excess MOE) OEC                               1,177,533 1,177,533

Subtotal Line 11.a. 0 0 0 0 16,354,624 16,354,624
11.b. Pre-Kindergarten/Head Start

School Readiness (CCDF Required & Excess MOE) OEC                               33,901,161 33,901,161
Subtotal Line 11.b. 0 0 0 0 33,901,161 33,901,161

13. Refundable Earned Income Tax Credits 
Refundable Earned Income Tax Credits (EITC) DRS 0 0 0

Subtotal Line 13. 0 0 0 0 0 0
16. SUPPORTIVE SERVICES

Safety Net Svcs - TANF Services (SID 16128) DSS  /Core Journals                                747,596 747,596
Safety Net Svcs (SID 16160) DSS  /Core Journals                                151,770 151,770
Safety Net Svcs (SID 35167) DSS  /Core Journals                                0 0
Safety Net Svcs - DOL Emplymt Svcs (SID 90472) DSS  /Core Journals                                50,000 50,000
Respite Centers DDS 0                               0
Community Support for Families DCF 1,699,265                               1,699,265
Mobile Crisis Intervention Services (formerly EMPS) DCF 2,163,373                               2,163,373
Multidimensional Family Therapy MDFT DCF 1,470,473                               1,470,473

Subtotal Line 16. 5,333,111 0 0 0 949,365 6,282,476
17. SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Early Childhood Development DCF 1,271,867                               1,271,867
Family Resource Center (SID 16110) SDE 1,368,531                               1,368,531
Priority School Districts (SID 17043/Program 82052) SDE 488,745                               488,745
Ext School Hrs(was SID 17043,Prg 82054/new SID 17108 & 17109)SDE 1,341,109                               1,341,109
Young Parents Program (SID 17044) SDE 0                               0
LEAP - Leadership Educ & Athl Prog (SID 12211) SDE 0                               0
Neighborhood Youth Ctr (SID 12318) SDE 500,000                               500,000

Subtotal Line 17. 4,970,252 0 0 0 0 4,970,252
18. PREVENTION OF OUT-OF-WEDLOCK PREG

Teen Pregnancy Prev. (SIDs 16177 & 17032) DSS  /Core Journals 573,600                               573,600
Extended Day Treatment DCF 1,968,946                               1,968,946
Yth Svcs Bureau & Enhanced (SIDs 17052 & 17107) DCF 1,840,958 1,840,958
Yth Svcs Bureau & Enhanced (SIDs 16201 &17052) SDE 0                               0
Special Populations (YAS) DMHAS 0                               0

Subtotal Line 18. 4,383,504 0 0 0 0 4,383,504
19. FATHERHOOD & 2-PARENT FAMILY PROG

Fatherhood (SID 16259, 16128, 16270 & 16174 )-ProgDSS  /Core Journals  73,759 73,759 73,759
Education and Training 0                               0
Addiction Svc for Non-Custodial Parents DOC 1,266,881                               1,266,881

Subtotal Line 19. 1,266,881 0 73,759 73,759 0 1,340,640
20. CHILD WELFARE SERVICES

20.a. Family Support/ Family Preservation / Reunification 
Services

Family Preservation - In Home Svcs DCF 810,619                               810,619
Parenting Support Prog/Svcs (formerly Triple P) DCF 845,085                               845,085
Therapeutic Child Care DCF 192,989                               192,989
Care Coordination DCF 661,453                               661,453
IPV Intimate Partner Violence DCF 539,409                               539,409

Subtotal Line 20.a. 3,049,554 0 0 0 0 3,049,554
22. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

22.a. Administrative Costs 
TANF Admin DSS  /Schedule G  4,938,626 4,938,626 4,938,626
TANF Outreach/SNAP Brochure DSS  /Schedule G 10,871                               10,871
Case Management Admin DCF 2,532,310                               2,532,310
Investigations Admin DCF 1,889,984                               1,889,984
DOL-JFES-Admin DOL 141,964 141,964 141,964
DOL-OWC-JOB FUNNEL-Admin DOL 6,628 6,628
Fatherhood (SID 16259, 16128, 16270 & 16174 )-AdmDSS  /Core Journals  0 0 0

Subtotal Line 22.a. 4,433,165 0 5,080,590 5,080,590 6,628 9,520,383
22.b. Assessment/Service Provision

Case Management - In Home Svcs DCF 8,289,352                                              8,289,352
Subtotal Line 22.b. 8,289,352 0 0 0 0 8,289,352

22.c. Systems
TANF Data Processing (DP) DSS  /Schedule G  109,614                  109,614                   109,614
ImpaCT-Formerly CCMIS(CCDF Required&Excess MOE)OEC                               0 0

Subtotal Line 22.c. 0 0 109,614 109,614 0 109,614

TOTAL CLAIMED 59,807,224 305,097 18,227,333 18,532,430 51,287,900 129,627,554



TANF EXPENDITURE REPORT DEFINITIONS:

Funding Categories:

TANF Federal Federal TANF block grant funds.  These funds must be used for
one or more of the 4 purposes of TANF:

1) To provide assistance to needy families so that children can remain in their own 
homes or in the homes of relatives;

2) To end the dependence of needy parents on government benefits by promoting 
job preparation, work, and marriage;

3) To prevent and reduce the incidence of out-of-wedlock pregnancies; 
4) To encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent families.

Commingled Maintenance of Effort in TANF Program State funds that are commingled with Federal funds and expended in the TANF program.  
These funds count toward the state's annual maintenance of effort requirement.

Segregated Maintenance of Effort in TANF Program State only funds that are segregated from Federal funds but spent in the TANF program.
These funds count toward the state's annual maintenance of effort requirement.

Maintenance of Effort in Separate State Programs State only funds used to fund programs that are operated outside of the TANF program.
These expenditures are very flexible and are not subject to the general TANF requirements.
These funds count toward the state's annual maintenance of effort requirement.

Program Categories:

Assistance Includes benefits directed at basic needs (e.g. food, clothing, shelter, utilities, etc.).  
Also includes child care, transportation and other supportive services for families
that are not employed.

Non-Assistance Includes child care and other supportive services provided to families 
that are employed.

Non-Assistance under Prior Law Expenditures that were authorized under a state's previous state plan, such as 
expenditures for the Emergency Assistance to Families program.

OTHER:

Unliquidated Obligation Funds that have been reserved for CCDF transfers, a contract that is in place, or services
that have been rendered but have not been paid.

Unobligated Balance There is no contract or plan for the balance of funds listed.






